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THE LEGAL DOCUMENATION

As described in chapter 1 in the book "Air Law and Operational Procedures" the 
Swedish air law is goverened by both European rules as well as Swedish laws. The 
European regulations are not recommendations but actual law in Sweden. In those 
cases where Swedish law and European regulation is in opposition, the European law 
takes precedence. 

The Swedish national law is published in national acts (lagar) and ordinances (för-
ordningar). These laws are also complemented by the regulations (författningar) 
issued by the Swedish Transport Agency (Transportstyrelsen).

This document serves as a guide for those pilots now intending to conduct self-studies in 
these rules and want to discover how the rules affect the private flights in Swedish and 
European airspace. We would like to remind the reader that upholding good knowledge 
about the rules is a responsibility of all pilots. 

SWEDISH LAWS

At the basic level, aviation in Sweden is goverened by the Swedish Aviation Act (Luft-
fartslagen 2010:500) and the Swedish Aviation Ordinance (Luftfartsförordningen 
2010:770). These rules are only available in Swedish.

Read 2010:500 here: https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-och-lagar/dokument/
svensk-for-fattningssamling/luftfartslag-2010500_sfs-2010-500/

Read 2010:770 here: https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-och-lagar/dokument/
svensk-for-fattningssamling/luftfartsforordning-2010770_sfs-2010-770/

The act and the ordinance are updated periodically. However, the updates are infrequent and 
they often do not changes laws for general aviation. Changes are most easily cross-checked 
by external websites that display changes alongside old articles. 

At https://lagen.nu/ you can search for all legal documents and read the changes. This 
website is also only available in Swedish. 

THE REGULATIONS ISSUED BY TRANSPORTSTYRELSEN
The Swedish Aviation Act gives Transportstyrelsen the power to issue complementary 
rules for aviation. Transportstyrelsen therefore issues a series of regulatory texts that 
complements both the Swedish Aviation Act and the European regulations. These 
regulations are only available in Swedish.

Transportstyrelsen issues these regulations within many areas, including aerodrome 
management and security. The most important regulations for those who fly non-com-
mercially are the operational regulations. Here follows a list of the current regulations 
relevant for those who are training towards or are in possession of a PPL/LAPL(A):

Regulation Description

OPS LFS 2007:24 Rules for instrument flying and altimeter setting

GEN TSFS 2019:36 Radiotelephony and fraseology

GEN TSFS 2014:71 Rules of the air (complements European SERA)

PEL TSFS 2013:14 Medical examinations (and more)

PEL TSFS 2013:13 Complementary regulations for certification

AIR TSFS 2012:82 Nationality and registration markings of aircraft

AGA1 TSFS 2019:26 Design and operation of airports not requiring licensing

 1In AGA there are several regulations pertaining to the design of an instrument aerodrome. These regulations include in-
formation on the design and placing of signs, runway markings, airport lights and other which may be relevant to pilots. 
We have decided not to include these regulations in this guide.

As shown by the list above, each regulation has a numerical identification. As each 
regulation is update the numerical changes. The description of the regulation however 
remains the same, which means it is often easier to search for the updated regulations 
based on the written name and not the numerical.

Some regulations are complemented by an amendment-regulation (ändringsförfattning). 
These amendments then supersedes the text in the basic regulation. An example of this 
is the regulation LFS 2007:20 (Flygning i fjällområde). That regulation looks like this:

https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-och-lagar/dokument/svensk-for-fattningssamling/luftfartslag-2010500_sfs-2010-500/
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-och-lagar/dokument/svensk-for-fattningssamling/luftfartslag-2010500_sfs-2010-500/
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-och-lagar/dokument/svensk-for-fattningssamling/luftfartsforordning-2010770_sfs-2010-770/
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-och-lagar/dokument/svensk-for-fattningssamling/luftfartsforordning-2010770_sfs-2010-770/
https://lagen.nu/
https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/details?RuleNumber=2007:24&ruleprefix=LFS
https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/details?RuleNumber=2019:36&ruleprefix=TSFS
https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/details?RuleNumber=2014:71&ruleprefix=TSFS
https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/details?RuleNumber=2013:14&ruleprefix=TSFS
https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/details?RuleNumber=2013:13&ruleprefix=TSFS
https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/details?RuleNumber=2012:82&ruleprefix=TSFS
https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/details?RuleNumber=2019:26&ruleprefix=TSFS
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As shown by the picture there is an amendment to the basic regulation called TSFS 
2016:61. In this amendment we find the following text, where the vertical black line 
denotes the changed text.

This particular text says that the regulation is not valid for any flight that is under 
the regulatory control of EASA. This means that almost all non-commercial private 
flights will not have to follow that particular regulation. It means you can disregard 
the regulation if you are flying an aircraft in an operation regulated by EASA. 

(Note that 2007:20 has since this text was first written been changed again, and now it 
is not applicable at all anymore. This is regulated by a change called 2020:60).

All regulations published by Transportstyrelsen can be found on their website: https://
transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/

There is a subscription service where you will recieve emails whenever regulations 
are updated or published. That can be a handy way to keep oneself updated without 
having to spend a lot of time searching the website. 

EASA REGULATIONS

The European regulations constitute the largest collection of rules that we have to follow 
when flying in Sweden and in Europe.  

A European regulation are, as mentioned in the book, subdivided into the regulation 
iteself and complementary AMC and GM. The main regulation should always be read 
in parallell with the AMC and GM in order to get a full picture of the requirements. 
A convinient (but not wholly complete) method is to read the regulatory compilations 
provided by EASA called "Easy Access Rules". In these EAR's the AMC and GM is 
published alongside the regulation.

Here are links to the most important EAR's for private pilots:

Förordning Beskrivning

EAR Basic Regulation Basic regulation laying down the framework for all other rules within EASA

EAR Air Operations Operational rules

EAR SERA Standardized European Rules of the Air

EAR Aircrew Requirements for certificates, flight training and medical fitness

All EAR's can be found on the EASA website under "document library".

There is one flaw with the EAR: They are sometimes published with a delay. That means 
there may have been amendments to the regulations since the latest EAR was published. 
This means that you must also check the amendments. In the beginning of each EAR there 
is a list of the incorporate amendments in that EAR. You should check and memorize the 
incorporated amendments and cross-check these with the latest published amendment.

In the beginning of each EAR there is a list of all incorporated amendments in that EAR. After an EAR has been published 
further amendments may have occured not yet included in the EAR: Therefore you must cross-check the latest amendment 
with the EAR. Air Ops is shown as an example. The latest incorporated amendment is 2019/1387.

https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/
https://transportstyrelsen.se/sv/Regler/sok-ts-foreskrifter/
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-publications/easy-access-rules-basic-regulation-regulation-eu-20181139
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-publications/easy-access-rules-air-operations
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-publications/easy-access-rules-standardised-european-rules-air-sera
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-publications/easy-access-rules-aircrew-regulation-eu-no-11782011
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-publications?publication_type%5B%5D=2397
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AMC and GM is also changed by an amendment cycle. Their associated incorporated 
amendments are also listed in the EAR. It looks like this: 

The amendments themselves are published in several places. The easiest way to read the 
differences is to visit the EASA main website for regulations. Here you can search for 
the relevant regulation and cross-check the incorporated amendments against the EAR.

By looking at the picture above, we can deduct that the EAR is updated. If that hadn't 
been the case, we would have had to read the amendment manually. 

The AMC and GM must be cross-checked in the same way. This is done on the EASAs 
main site for AMC and GM. Here you can search for the AMC and GM amendments 
and cross-check with the list in the EAR.

By looking at the picture above, we can see that the latest AMC and GM is incorporated 
in the EAR, as the latest listed amendment is number 9. If that hadn't been the case, you 
would have to read it on the website. 

This concludes your research into the rules and regulations applicable to flying in 
Sweden.

A final note: It is your responsibility as a certificate holder to be well acquianted with 
the current regulations. We hope that you have found a functional way to find and 
read the regulations through this guide. 

Remember that if you spend time to become knowledgable about the current 
regulations now, then future work will limit itself to only checking amendments.

This process is made easier by the suggestions we have given in this guide (use lagen.
nu, subscribe to regulations from Transportstyrelsen and make cross-checks for amend-
ments to EAR's). If you put energy into building core knowledge about the rules and 
regulations as you progress through your initial flight training that knowledge will, in the 
future, lead to much less work in staying up to date on the regulations and their future 
changes. As an extra, you can look forward to performing superbly at your oral exam as 
you conduct your final check ride.

Good luck!

Suggestions are always welcome at martin@pilotshop.se

/The author Martin Trankell, 2020-10-28

I EAR publiceras även ändringar till AMC/GM som införlivats i tillhörande EAR. Air Ops visas som exempel. 
Senaste version för Part-NCO i exempelet är Amendment 9.

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/regulations
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/acceptable-means-of-compliance-and-guidance-materials

